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From these considerations we pass to the development of doctrine which
accompanied the growth of the papal supremacy. The survey may be
divided into three main portions, dealing (1) with the relations between
God and man involved in the doctrine of the creation and fall and the
allied subjects of predestination and grace; (2) with the work of salvation
manifested in the Incarnation and Passion, and in the operation of the
Holy Spirit; and (3) with the doctrine of the Sacraments, especially as
regards the important subjects of the Eucharist and penance.

Ill

The course which medieval dogma was to take was determined by the
overpowering influence of St Augustine upon religious thought. That
influence, proceeding from a mind incessantly and profoundly active, which
expressed itself in a style of wonderful fluency and variety, as sensitive
to the casual impressions of a fervent imagination as it was emphatic in
recording the permanent convictions implanted by a peculiar intensity of
religious experience, not only provided a basis for orthodox doctrine, but
suggested lines of argument also of which in process of time impugners of
orthodoxy were ready to avail themselves. In his controversies with the
Pelagians Augustine laid down the formulas which guided the medieval
conception of the relations between God and man, between the omnipotent
will which did all things as it would in heaven and earth and the will of
man to choose between good and evil; he gave lasting shape to the funda-
mental principles of the evil of human nature, rooted in original sin, and
the counteracting effects of the free grace of God. The Donatist con-
troversy brought out his theory of ecclesiastical polity, of the visible
Church possessed of a valid ministry, entrusted with the dispensation of
the Word and Sacraments, the divinely appointed means of grace. But
between these two main aspects of Augustine^s teaching there was a
certain degree of incompatibility. On the one hand, his doctrine of grace,
founded upon his conviction of the immutability of God's omnipotent
will, confined the operation of the free gift to a few persons in comparison
with the multitude of human beings born in sin. To such persons, chosen
from eternity to salvation by the unchangeable counsels of God, there
came, whether they were willing to receive it or not, the grace of God
through Christ, disposing them to faith, producing in the unwilling the
will to believe, and in those who were willing directing the will aright.
Thus, by the working of prevenient grace, the soul predestined to sal-
vation accepted or was prepared to accept the call of God. The scuTs
progress through the stages of faith which followed the call, with the
assistance of cooperating grace, culminated in justification, the attainment
of righteousness in the sight of God through the gift of the Holy Spirit
and the consequent suffusion of faith by the love in which (rod became
the one object of man's desire. But still there was necessary to the final
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